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Fire and Rescue Personnel examine a car
that was crushed by a fallen tree Tues-
day, July 17, killing the driver inside,
Albert Carl Roeth III.
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Unique Reflection of Quality

EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE & SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP

SERVING YOU

SINCE 1998

Summer Specials!
Extensive
Selection

Excellent
Value

Superior
Service

Expert
Craftsmen

Monday through Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 12-4 • VISA • Master Card • Discover • AMEX

GREAT FALLS
Rte. 7 and Georgetown Pike (Route 193)
Seneca Square (Next to Calico Corners)

1025-K Seneca Road703-759-9200

OPEN
SUNDAYS Rt. 193

Great Falls
FloorsLeesburg

Tysons Corner

Georgetown Pike

Old Dominion Dr.Rt. 7

McLean

Reston
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News
Great Falls Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

A
 tree on Georgetown Pike at
Oliver’s Corner in Great
Falls fell over Tuesday, July
17, killing Albert Carl Roeth

III while he was driving south at
around 6:30 p.m.

The tree is one of several heritage
trees that were located near the inter-
section of Georgetown Pike and
Walker Road. The tree that fell July
17 was over 100 years old, and accord-
ing to local arborists, was showing
obvious signs of decay.

The tree measured almost six feet
in diameter, and required the use of a
crane from Fairfax County Fire and
Rescue. The Virginia Department of
Transportation also removed a nearby tree that was
a similar age and showing similar signs of decay.

“The sound was like something you hear in a di-
saster movie, not so much a crash, but a crunch,”
said Doris Koenig of Vienna, who was returning from
a visit with a friend when she stopped by the nearby
Safeway. “When I first started walking toward the
street, I saw the tree blocking the road and was thank-
ful no one had run into it. But as I got closer I could
see a car underneath, and that’s when I feared the
worst.”

The tree’s branches had been trimmed on the side
of the Oliver’s Corner building to make way for power
lines, placing much of the weight on the Georgetown
Pike side, which is how it fell.

Other members of the Great Falls community feel
that there are other trees that might pose a similar
danger. Dr. Ralph Lazaro, who owns the office  build-
ing on the northeast corner of the intersection, says
there are two trees on his property that could pose a
hazard.

“I developed the property in 1977, and at that time,
VDOT wanted the two trees next to the intersection
taken down,” he said. “It would improve sight dis-
tances and the corner could be lowered and possibly
even a right turn lane added. But it was very much

contested.”
Lazaro remembers the debate over the tree remov-

als getting so heated, that someone placed a sign on
the trees that read “You’re killing me, Ralph.”

“Being a young dentist and a newcomer to this
community, I was overwhelmed with the controversy,
and eventually the word came from Richmond that
the trees were to be left in place,” he said. “Over the
years, I’ve still kept my concern, the trees have been
struck twice by lightning, and the sight isn’t much
improved, but the use of the intersection has grown
by a lot.”

In addition to the sight distances, Lazaro says the
trees’ proximity could make it easy for falling
branches to fall onto cars driving along Georgetown
Pike. A county arborist recently examined the trees
and said it wasn’t in a condition as bad as the one
that fell July 17, but a future analysis is planned.

“I love trees, and I know how important they are
to this community, but I’m hoping this bad decision
that was made 35 years ago will be corrected, hope-
fully before there’s another tragedy,” Lazaro said. “It
took a fatal accident to get a light at the Utterback
Store Road intersection, and a major accident to get
one at Riverbend Road, I’m hoping we can be a little
more proactive about this situation.”

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

E
astern Great Falls will be
the site of a new odor
abatement facility, part

of the ongoing project from the
D.C. Water and Sewer Author-
ity

The pipeline, which was con-
structed in the early 1960s, con-
veys wastewater from Fairfax,
Loudoun and Montgomery
Counties by gravity to the
Potomac Pump Station in Wash-
ington, D.C. It is approximately
50 miles long and conveys
about 60 million gallons per
day, with a maximum capacity
of 127 million gallons per day.

In 1991, due to odor com-
plaints, a Potomac Interceptor
Study recommended treatment
of the hydrogen sulfide gas that
came from the line, and six odor
treatment locations were
planned, one in Washington,
D.C., three in Maryland and two
in Virginia. One is planned for
Loudoun County, the other for
Great Falls. Barry Lucas of D.C.
Water and Sewer said that
maximum odor abatement
won’t happen until all six are
operational.

“Each facility is designed for
its location, for example, site
1995 in Washington, D.C. is de-
signed to look like a canal
lockhouse, since it’s along the C
and O Canal,” Lucas said. “Back
in 1999, we had an inspection
video that showed a lot of the
reinforcing of the pipe, which
we’re typically not supposed to
see. We can see concrete pipe,
so we know we have issues and
this project is the means by
which we hope to begin to stop
some of the corrosion.”

The crews will access the site
from Deepwoods Drive, Yarnick
Road, River Park Lane. They
will be placing speed humps,
signs and will do some intersec-
tion improvements to Beach
Mill Road and Deepwoods
Drive.

“These are not high man-
power jobs,” said Allen
McCullough of Ulliman Schutte
Construction. “We are coming
in to do some dome excavation
and surface work, as well as
some underground piping and
pour some concrete structure
foundation, then it will shift
into some masonry structure.
There will be fairly small crews,
five or six people.”

The facility will be approxi-
mately 57 feet by 25 feet, and
is scheduled to begin construc-
tion this summer and conclude
by Fall 2013. Working hours are
expected to be from 7:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m.

The facilities will use acti-
vated carbon to combat the
odor of the sewer gas, which
will be in the facilities. The pro-
cess is expected to reduce am-
bient odor and sewer corrosion.
The carbon will be replaced
approximately every one to two
years.

After the odor abatement fa-
cility is constructed, the D.C.
Water and Sewer Authority will
be using the same access points
to work on rehabilitation of the
pipeline, to repair to the pipe-
line itself, as 5,300 feet of liner
for the pipe in Fairfax County
will be replaced, designed to
project the life of the pipeline
by another 75-100 years.

The rehabilitation project will
be done by separate company
and crews.

Potomac Interceptor
Project Begins

A rendering of
the proposed
odor abate-
ment facility in
Great Falls,
which will
serve the
Potomac Inter-
ceptor sewage
pipeline.

The location of
the new odor
abatement
facility to be
constructed by
the D.C. Water
and Sewer
Authority.

P
h
o

t
o

s
 
C

o
n

t
r
i
b
u
t
e
d

More Tree Troubles for
Great Falls?
Tree falls, kills one, residents concerned about others.

A crane removes a
fallen tree from the car
of Albert Carl Roeth
III, who was killed
while driving down
Georgetown Pike
Tuesday, July 17.

Community members watch as a tree is removed from
a car Tuesday, July 17.

Photos by

Stephen Rainey
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

W
orkers from Bechtel Construction
placed the final aerial span for
Metrorail in Tysons Corner Tuesday
morning, the last of 258 that will

support trains as they make their way from Falls
Church to Wiehle Avenue along Phase One of the
Silver Line.

“This is a major construction milestone for Phase
One of the project, which will connect Tysons Cor-
ner and Reston to Metro’s existing Orange Line and
the entire 106-mile Metrorail system,” said Pat
Nowakowski, executive director of the project. “We
plan to complete construction this time next sum-
mer and Metro will open Phase One in late 2013.”

The blue and yellow truss, which is a 365-ton, 360-
foot long horizontal crane, lowered the span, which
is made of concrete cast at Dulles Airport, in about
40 minutes Tuesday morning. The span includes 12
segments, each weighing between 25 and 40 tons.

“The aerial guideway has been one of the most
challenging aspects of the project, as we had to carry
out this work safely above busy highways and in a
congested area,” said Larry Melton, Bechtel’s execu-
tive director for the project. “Innovative construc-
tion techniques, the work of a dedicated and experi-
enced crew and patience from the public were criti-
cal to the successful completion of the guideway.”

The average span is made up of 12 segments and
is 120 feet. The total length of the guideways re-
quired 2,769 segments to complete.

“With the completion of this guideway, if one were
so inclined, they could now walk from Falls Church,
through Tysons, all the way to the Wiehle Avenue
station,” Melton said. “But we do have fences and
measures to discourage that of course.”

Crews will spend the next four to five weeks dis-
mantling the truss and will also begin laying track
along the 11.7 miles between Falls Church and
Reston.

“This is definitely an important milestone, and
we’re very close to being right on schedule,” said Sam
Carnaggio, the project’s director from the Metropoli-
tan Washington Airports Authority. “The tunnel
through Tysons was completed some time ago, and
after completion of the aerial structures, we’ll move
on to connecting everything to the Orange Line.”

R
ep. Frank Wolf (R-10)
announced the 10th
District’s Class of 2016

appointments to the nation’s
service academies, as well as
those selected for Academy
prep schools and scholarships
to academy-affiliated prep
schools.

UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY: Benjamin Davies,**
McLean, Laurel Springs, En-
gland; Molly Shannon,**
McLean, Thomas Jefferson; Mat-
thew Ziegler.** Centreville,
Westfield; Tirone Young, Win-
chester, John Handley; Richard
Xue, Centreville, Westfield.

UNITED STATES NAVAL
ACADEMY:  David Kim,**
Great Falls, Langley; Richard
Kuzma, Leesburg, Thomas
Jefferson; Robert Mason, Oak
Hill, Chantilly; Darby Nelson,
Centreville, Westfield; Zachary
Oravec,** Ashburn, Stone
Bridge; Ashley Paek,**
Leesburg, Thomas Jefferson;
Spencer Shabshab,**    Mclean,
Langley; Megan Snyder,
Ashburn, Stone Bridge; Taylor
Turchan, Sterling, Dominion.

UNITED STATES NAVAL
ACADEMY PREP SCHOOL:
Ryan Ochoa, Front Royal,
Randolph Macon.

UNITED STATES NAVAL
ACADEMY FOUNDATION
SCHOLARSHIP: Catherine

Macklin, McLean, Langley and
Chad Palmiotto, Sterling,
Potomac Falls.

UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE ACADEMY: Shannon
Daily, Leesburg, Heritage; Troy
Dennis,** Centreville,
Westfield; John Laskodi,**
Haymarket, Battlefield; Gavin
McDonald,** Centreville,
Westfield; Caleb Myhre,** Ster-
ling, Rift Valley, Kenya.

UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE ACADEMY PREP
SCHOOL: Tyler Dietrich,
Leesburg, Tuscarora.

UNITED STATES MER-
CHANT MARINE ACAD-
EMY:  Quinn Fleming,**
Ashburn, Gonzaga; Matthew
Hassan, Warrenton, Seton;
Hutton Jackson,** Leesburg,
Seton.

UNITED STATES COAST
GUARD ACADEMY: Joseph
Rizzardi, Ashburn, Briar
Woods.

**These appointees were
nominated by Wolf ’s 10th
District Service Academy
Advisory Board, which inter-
views candidates and recom-
mends nominees. The selection
process is strictly a competitive
one. Others listed above
received their appointments
through presidential, Senate or
other nomination sources.

From left: David Kim (USNA), Matthew Ziegler
(USMA), Ashley Paek (USNA), Molly Shannon (USMA),
Chad Palmiotto (USNA Foundation Scholarship),
Congressman Frank Wolf, Colin Laskodi (USAFA),
Taylor Turchan (USNA), Zachary Oravec (USNA),
Gavin McDonald (USAFA), Troy Dennis (USAFA) and
Darby Nelson (USNA).

Appointed to Academies
U.S. Rep. Wolf announces service
academy appointments.
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Workers lower the final aerial span for the
Metrorail track in Tysons Corner Tuesday,
July 17.

Workers observe as the final concrete span for the guideway for the Metrorail through
Tysons Corner is lowered into place Tuesday, July 17.

Workers complete
overhead bridges,
move to laying track.

Final Metro Span Laid in Tysons
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Great Falls Blue Knights U12 Soccer Tryouts

If you are interested, have questions or
would like to register for tryouts, please

email the Team Manager  at
GFBLUEKNIGHTS@LIVE.COM

The Great Falls Blue Knights, a rising U12 Boys Travel Soccer team, are looking to
strengthen their squad for their 2012-2013 ODSL campaign.

The Knights are a close knit squad, focused on maximizing player development with
an emphasis on having great fun in an competitive environment for committed U12
players. Our licensed coaches & trainers work to constantly improve technical skills
and strategies for the present with an eye on long-term success in the future.

The  Knights will hold a summer tryout sessions for players born
on or after 8/1/2000 at the following dates/time:

Monday July 30th Lake Fairfax Park Field #4 6:30-8pm
Monday August 6th  Lake Fairfax  Park Field #4 6:30-8pm

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom  Remodeling

Select your remodeling products from our Mobile
Kitchen and Bathroom Showroom and Design Center!!

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
EST. 1999

Free Estimates www.twopoorteachers.com
703-969-1179

We Bring the Showroom to YOU!!

Visit our website
 for details!

Standard & Premium
Bath Specials!
Starting at

$4,950

We Buy Gold, Silver, Diamonds & Rolex Watches

WE PAY HIGHEST $$ GUARANTEED FOR GOLD

10K Gold....$20.00 GR
14K Gold....$27.00 GR
18K Gold....$35.00 GR

22K Gold.......$43.00 GR
24K Gold.......$47.50 GR
Sterling Silver...$22.00 OZ

Base Gold Price ............................................. $1,600

HOW MUCH WE PAY FOR GOLD

703703-4-471-7120 • www.robertscarpets.com71-7120 • www.robertscarpets.com

  Washing Oriental Rugs in our Plant on Premises
Sale/Install/Clean: Wall-to-Wall Carpet

Sale/Install: Hardwood Floors and Sand & Finish
Sale/Install: Ceramic & Vinyl Tile

681 Spring St., Herndon, VA 20170 • Downtown–Elden & Spring St.

HANDKNOTTED:
PERSIAN, PAKISTAN,

 & TURKISH
MACHINE MADE

& OTHERS

To have community events listed in the
Connection, send to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is
Friday.

WEDNESDAY/JULY 25
Blood Drive. 11 a.m.- 5 p.m. NVAR

Fairfax, 8407 Pennell Street, Fairfax.
Must bring donor card, ID, and
names of medication currently
taking. 703-207-3200.

Business After Hours. 5:30-7:30
p.m. M&T Bank. 703-356-5424.

Cable TV/Internet: Know Your
Options, Know Your Rights. 7
p.m. Tysons-Pimmit Library, 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. 703-
790-8088.

THURSDAY/JULY 26
Greater McLean Chamber of

Commerce LeadShare Meeting.
7:30 a.m. Chesterbrook Residences,
2030 Westmoreland St., Falls
Church. LeadShare events will be
held the 2nd and 4th Thursday of
every month. Register at 267-346-
1885.

SATURDAY/JULY 28
Fitness Outside the Gym. 7 p.m.

Goose CreekConsulting, 6723
Whittier Avenue, Suite 204, McLean.
Methods to keep your body healthy
without ever stepping foot into a
gym.

Plant Clinic Hosted by the Master
Gardeners. 10 a.m. Tysons-Pimmit
Library, 7584 Leesburg Pike, Falls
Church. Gardeners will answer your
gardening questions. 703-790-8088.

MONDAY/JULY 30
Personalized Computer/Internet

Training. 7 p.m. Tysons-Pimmit
Library, 7584 Leesburg Pike, Falls
Church. 703-790-8088.

TUESDAY/JULY 31
Practice your English. 6:30 p.m.

Tysons-Pimmit Library, 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. 703-
790-8088.

Bulletin Board
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Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingvasmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Gentle Touch Dental Care
For Over 20 Years!

LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Time to schedule
your child’s cleaning

during
Summer Vacation!
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off
Pottery

Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

FREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATESFREE ESTIMATES
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways
Landscapes, Patios, Walkways,

Walls & Paver Driveways

➠

25%
OFF

•Blooming Tropicals
•Benches, Fountains,
Statues & Birdbaths

•Blooming Tropicals
•Benches, Fountains,
Statues & Birdbaths

•Blooming Tropicals
•Benches, Fountains,
Statues & Birdbaths

•Blooming Tropicals
•Benches, Fountains,
Statues & Birdbaths

•Blooming Tropicals
•Benches, Fountains,
Statues & Birdbaths

•Early Spring
Blooming

Shrubs, Trees
& Perennials

•Early Spring
Blooming

Shrubs, Trees
& Perennials

•Early Spring
Blooming

Shrubs, Trees
& Perennials

•Early Spring
Blooming

Shrubs, Trees
& Perennials

•Early Spring
Blooming

Shrubs, Trees
& Perennials

•Early Spring
Blooming

Shrubs, Trees
& Perennials

Japanese
Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

Japanese
Maples
30% OFF

Over 200 Varieties

Send School Notes to greatfalls@
connectionnewspapers.com. Dead-
line is Friday.

Three Great Falls residents have
been named as 2012 National
Merit $2500 Scholarship winners:

❖Rachel Chuang (Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science
and Technology, probable career
field medicine)

❖Esther Wang  (Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science
and Technology, probable career
field computer science), and

❖Holliday L. Shuler (Langley
High School, probable career field
anthropology).

Seventeen Fairfax County
Public Schools (FCPS) gradu-
ates from the class of 2012 have
been named winners of college-
sponsored scholarships by the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Corpora-
tion (NMSC).

Recipients of college-sponsored
scholarships from the NMSC, with
their probable career fields in pa-
rentheses, are:

❖Meron Belayneh of Edison
High School (mathematics), Na-
tional Merit University of Chicago
Scholarship.

❖David Kim of Lake Braddock
Secondary School (undecided),

National Merit Vanderbilt Univer-
sity Scholarship.

❖Dylan Kriz of Langley High
School (international business),
National Merit University of South
Carolina Scholarship.

❖Nathaniel Banks of Robinson
Secondary School (music), Na-
tional Merit Vanderbilt University
Scholarship.

❖Matthew Ferrell of Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science
and Technology (TJHSST) (com-
puter science), National Merit Uni-
versity of Alabama Scholarship.

❖Erika Fitzpatrick of TJHSST
(undecided), National Merit
Carleton College Scholarship.

❖Mingming Hu of TJHSST
(computer science), National
Merit Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy Scholarship.

❖Jerry Li of TJHSST (engineer-
ing), National Merit Washington
University in St. Louis Scholarship.

❖Aimi Nguyen of TJHSST (den-
tistry), National Merit University
of Texas at Dallas Scholarship.

❖Rithvik Prasannappa of
TJHSST (medicine), National
Merit Washington University in St.
Louis Scholarship.

❖Kelsey Rainey of TJHSST (en-
gineering), National Merit Auburn
University Scholarship.

❖Peter Reischer of TJHSST (psy-

chiatry), National Merit University
of Alabama Scholarship.

❖Benjamin Torczon of TJHSST
(business), National Merit Univer-
sity of Alabama Scholarship.

❖Zachary Williams of TJHSST
(business/law), National Merit
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill Scholarship.

❖Kerry Zhang of TJHSST (eco-
nomics), National Merit University
of Chicago Scholarship.

❖Rebecca Holley of Westfield
High School (Music/Education),
National Merit University of Roch-
ester Scholarship.

❖Ian Van Pelt of Westfield High
School (biology), National Merit
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University Scholarship.

 College-sponsored Merit Schol-
arships provide between $500 and
$2,000 annually for up to four
years of undergraduate study at
the institution financing the schol-
arship. Nationwide, approximately
8,100 students have won Merit
Scholarship awards in 2012.

Jamison Fox-Canning of
Great Falls has been awarded a
National Merit Rochester Institute
of Technology Scholarship. The
probable career field of the Lan-
gley High School graduate will be
game design.

School Notes
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News

See Chez Francois,  Page 15

By Donna Manz

The Connection

W
ashington’s iconic culinary
destination, L’Auberge Chez
Francois, is as much a cul-
tural experience as it is a

dining venue. From its garden boasting a
palette of seasonal hues and its lively patio
to its brasserie showcasing treasures from
the restaurant’s past, and the storied Alsa-
tian-themed classic dining rooms, L’Auberge
Chez Francois draws the prominent and
local lives to the Great Falls countryside.

Nestled on six acres of mature woodland,
the chalet-inspired L’Auberge Chez Francois
was sprung from the youth of its founder,
Alsatian Francois Haeringer. Haeringer’s
original Washington-area restaurant was in
the District, Chez Francois. When he moved
his restaurant into the country 36 years ago,
business associates thought Haeringer was
crazy. Who would travel 20 miles, along
winding two-lane hilly roads, for a meal?
By all accounts, thousands and thousands
would, have and do.

“It’s a wonderful place,” said Virgil Webb,
lunching on the patio with his wife Susan
on a recent afternoon. Virgil was waiting
for his appetizer lobster bisque to cool down
as Susan dove into her mushroom crepe.
The couple, from Arlington, missed a birth-
day and an anniversary on the patio because
it had been too hot. L’Auberge is worth the
trip from Arlington four or five times a year.
“It’s the best place in the whole area,” said
Virgil Webb. “Wonderful food, wonderful
people, wonderful customer service. Every-
thing is always just great.”

L’AUBERGE CHEZ FRANCOIS offers
three dining sections: the original dining

room, the umbrella-shaded patio and
Jacques’ Brasserie, opened about a year ago.

A diner in the brasserie orders the veg-
etable tarte flambe. L’Auberge Chez Francois
chef/owner Jacques Haeringer himself
takes a basket out to his garden, picking
the ingredients that will top the flatbread
crust … tomatoes, peppers, onions, zuc-
chini, yellow squash. A chef will garnish the
toppings with cheese, basil and kalamata
olives, and the tarte is baked in a pizza oven.
It is summer on a plate.

Haeringer’s new garden is close to a quar-
ter-acre. Monet could not have painted a
more colorful landscape. There are purple
peppers, orangy-yellow pumpkins, red to-
matoes of diverse varieties from small to
heirloom, and lots of green, whether it’s
leaves or plants. Yellow squash and green
zucchini sprawl out. The herb garden was
moved to the new area because the mature
trees towering over the earlier herb garden
give off too much shade for thriving herb
plants.

Haeringer calls himself a “real” gardener.
“I got that from Dad,” he said. “We were
both big-time gardeners.” He plans on ex-

panding the vegetable garden next year.
“We just love this.”

Between his garden, his local growers and
suppliers, he is emphasizing more and more
local ingredients. Haeringer buys hormone-
free meat because that is their “preference.”
“We’ve been around so long, we’re old-fash-
ioned. This is the only way we know how
to run the restaurant.”

Jacques Haeringer got much from Dad.
When Francois Haeringer died two years

ago at age 91, he left his business, his pas-
sion, really, to the adept hands of his son,
executive chef Jacques Haeringer. Brother
Paul continues to operate Chez Francois
with Jacques. Although they have made
some changes to the restaurant’s layout,
they have kept the heart of L’Auberge Chez
Francois as “Papa” developed it.

“Jacques’ Brasserie” took over unused
space downstairs on lawn level. The room,
with windows overlooking the gardens, was
transformed into a traditional French-style
brasserie. The hand-painted ceramic-topped
tables are more than 50 years old. “Dad had
these tables built himself when he was
downtown,” said Haeringer. “We decided to

use them down here. They’re part of our
heritage.”

And there’s more from Francois
Haeringer’s past. The copper on a wall came
from Francois. Behind the banquette is fab-
ric from bolts that Jacques found at his
father’s home. The brasserie’s sconces come
not from the Haeringer collection but from
the National Cathedral.

THE NEW BAR, called Bar Rouge, is off
the brasserie and is named for its dazzling
scarlet granite counter top. It opened in
early July. Haeringer plans on offering
“happy hour” drinks and appetizers there.

Pascal Perrochon, from France, is the chef
de cuisine, in the kitchen from early morn-
ing to early evening.

Talking about L’Auberge Chez Francois,
waiter Alejandro Garza of Herndon said, “it
is, in itself, a destination.”

What hasn’t changed much are the menu
classics, the heart of L’Auberge. While the
menu changes seasonally, it retains the Al-
satian focus L’Auberge has perfected since
its inception. The restaurant offers daily spe-
cials to reflect special bounty, such as Do-
ver sole flown in from France, but its core
is the traditional cuisine patrons love. “Dad
was a genius,” said Haeringer. “He knew
what people wanted. You go to a classic
French restaurant because you want clas-
sic French food.”

L’Auberge Chez François offers a 6-course
prix-fixe dinner menu for the price of the
entrée, ranging in price from $62.00 to
$74.00.

The dining room menu is exhaustive.
Most dishes are distinctively French, from
frog legs to choucroute, from rack of lamb
with herbs de Provence and a tarragon
sauce, to chateaubriand, seasonal veg-
etables, roasted potatoes, with béarnaise
and truffle sauce, and roasted breast of
duckling with oranges and a Grand Marnier
sauce.

Appetizers include from-scratch soups,
including a garden-fresh gazpacho, to
crepes and seafood.

Great Falls culinary
icon integrates nature
and heritage in classic
French cuisine.

L’Auberge Chez Francois Grows a Garden, a Brasserie

L’Auberge Chez Francois chef de cuisine Pascal Perrochon with owner
and executive chef Jacques Haeringer, son of founder Francois
Haeringer.

Founder Francois moved his Washington, D.C. restaurant to the Great
Falls countryside 36 years ago. L’Auberge Chez Francois continues to be
a dining icon drawing patrons from throughout the metro region.

A Great Falls family enjoys a gourmet luncheon in L’Auberge’s dining
room.
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Opinion

Separate and Unequal?

Editorial

If we don’t believe that poor students are less
innately talented, then the disparities in
Northern Virginia are truly unfair.

T
he numbers are eye-popping. Latino
students are 22 percent of Fairfax
County Public Schools students, but
2.7 percent of the incoming Tho-

mas Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology freshman class, the class of 2016.
Of the 480 students, seven are black. That’s
1.4 percent, while black students are 10 per-
cent of the county school system.

The class of 2016 includes 480 students: 126
white students (26 percent), 308 Asian stu-
dents (64 percent), 13 Hispanic students (2.7
percent), seven black students (1.4 percent)
and 27 other.

Almost all of the students accepted to TJ
come from eight middle schools with advanced
gifted-and-talented programs.

The disparities and lack of diversity at North-
ern Virginia’s stellar magnet school, ranked the
top high school in the nation, is a symptom of a
much more pervasive problem in Fairfax County.

This week, two groups, the Coalition of The
Silence led by former school board member
Tina Hone, and the Fairfax County Branch of
the NAACP filed a formal complaint with the U.S.
Department of Education’s Office of Civil Rights.
The complaint argues that the current policies
regarding admission to Thomas Jefferson and
policies regarding identification of students for
eligibility for gifted services within FCPS “dis-
parately impact Black and Latino students in vio-
lation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1965,
which prohibits discrimination based on race,

color and national origin.”
For well over a decade, FCPS has made a

variety of attempts to address the exclusive
nature of admissions to TJ, but with little ef-
fect and intense controversy.

The problem runs much deeper than fresh-
man admission to Thomas Jefferson. Of 12,044

elementary and middle school
students identified for “level 4”
gifted-and-talented programs
last year, only 455 were black,

3.8 percent, while 10 percent of FCPS students
are black. Just 752 were Hispanic, about 6 per-
cent, although 22 percent of FCPS students are
Hispanic.

GETTING ACCEPTED to TJ, in general, is
not an easy task for anyone, reported Julia
O’Donoghue in 2010 in the Connection. The
school admitted only 15.3 percent of the 3,119
students who applied to be part of the class of
2014. That means TJ had a lower acceptance
rate for its incoming freshman class than ei-
ther Cornell University or Swarthmore College
that year.

Fairfax students also compete with children
from around the region for slots at the North-
ern Virginia magnet school. About 80 percent
of TJ’s student body comes from Fairfax but
residents from Arlington, Loudoun, Prince
William and Fauquier counties and the City of
Falls Church can also apply. (The City of Alex-
andria does not allow its students to apply to

TJ, and should reconsider its choice to opt out.)
While it may be difficult for all children, stu-

dents who are black, Hispanic or poor have a
particularly hard time getting admitted to TJ.

Out of 480 students admitted to the class of
2014, only nine were considered poor enough
to qualify for free-or-reduced-priced lunch.

Across all four grades at TJ in 2009-10 school
year, approximately 1.78 percent of students
were black, 2.84 percent of students were His-
panic and 1.74 percent were poor.

Fully 25 percent of students in Fairfax County
are poor enough to qualify for free-or-reduced-
priced meals. Do we believe that poor students
are less talented than students from wealthier
families?

The complaint asserts that FCPS “has evolved
into a system that essentially operates a net-
work of separate and unequal schools.”

Many if not most poor students lack access
to quality enrichment programs and after-
school activities, lack access to expensive and
highly specific test preparation classes for the
admissions test for TJ. And the complaint cites
FCPS retreated from outreach programs for
poor and minority students.

Addressing these issues from Kindergarten
up would have many benefits beyond increas-
ing diversity at one school. This could also
decrease the achievement gap, increase the
graduation rate for minority and poor students,
and reduce disparities in the suspension and
expulsion rate.

These are hot issues with many perspectives.
We welcome letters and comments suggesting
solutions and with different points of view.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Letters to the Editor

Rejecting a
Fairy Tale
To the Editor:

I am writing in response to the
letter titled “Making Care Afford-
able” from the July 18-24 edition
of The Connection. This opinion
article says that we should all cel-
ebrate now that Obamacare has
been upheld by the Supreme Court
as a tax. The article supposes that
now millions of Americans will
have access to care, as if they don’t
already, and that all our ills will
be solved and we’ll live happily
ever after. Well I’m sorry. I don’t
believe in fairy tales, and that is
exactly what Obamacare is. The
truth about Obamacare is that it
is a tax, it is not affordable, and
many Americans will not be able
to retain the doctors of their
choice.

From the beginning, we were
told that it was not a tax, yet the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
upheld it on the basis of it being a
tax. Now the federal government

can force us to buy something we
don’t want or pay a penalty for not
doing so. Sorry, this is not the
America I know and love where
federal bureaucrats now have the
power to dictate what and how
much of anything we need to buy
for our families.

We were told that health care
will be “affordable,” yet the March
CBO scoring of this disgraceful law
shows that it will be nothing of the
sort. It has updated its cost esti-
mate for the first ten years to be
1.76 trillion dollars, up from its
original scoring of $940 billion
when this was signed into law.
How will this country, with an al-
ready downgraded debt rating, an
anemic economic growth rate of
1 percent, staggering unemploy-
ment and underemployment, and
a President that is outright hostile
to free enterprise, ever pay for
such a monstrous new government
entitlement? My liberal friends
will say let’s make the evil 1 per-
cent pay for it. But with only half
the working population even pay-
ing federal income taxes, I think

the answer is we won’t pay for it.
We will pass this burden on to our
children and grandchildren and
their grandchildren.

We were told that more people
will have coverage under
Obamacare and that we will be
able to keep the doctors we like.
Yet the March CBO scoring shows
that 3 million more people will
require health care through Med-
icaid, and that private employers
will drop their coverage for em-
ployees, forcing more people onto
Medicaid rolls and into govern-
ment run health exchanges. And
from the beginning, Obamacare
cut $500 billion from Medicare.

So once again, I say this Ameri-
can is not celebrating. The Afford-
able Care Law is anything but af-
fordable. This disastrous law is full
of empty promises and represents
a heavy handed federal govern-
ment bent on eroding our free-
doms and burdening generations
of Americans with outrageous
bills. I live in the real world where
budgets are made and benefits get
paid for, not passed on to future

generations of Americans not even
born yet. I pray the rest of my fel-
low citizens will see through the
fairy tale that is Obamacare and
elect representatives in November
who will overturn this despicable
law.

Gina Ryan
Great Falls

Write
The Connection welcomes views

on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is
noon Friday. Letters must be
signed. Include home address

and home and business numbers.
Letters are routinely edited for
libel, grammar, good taste and

factual errors.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail:
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com
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NVAR Top Producer, CRS, GRI, CIPS
Associate Broker
“The Thompson Team”

703-759-7653 Office • 703-759-2964 Fax • 703-850-5676 Cell • 1-800-888-1786 x629 Toll-Free

Great Falls A Touch of the Southwest $1,599,000
Truly a chef’s home, with the casual elegance of terra cotta and the floor plan to
entertain from inside to outside, where you find the terrace of your dreams. The
fine art of a solid oak library, and a lower level to wow the younger set, this well-
built solid brick home sited on a hill is the Manor House you’ll call home!

Great Falls Elegance & Serenity $2,200,000
Soaring Ceilings and Open Spaces - Walls of Dressed Windows - Entertainer’s
Dream - Luxury Master Suite with Juliet Balcony - Chef’s Kitchen - Home Office
or Au Pair Suite - Computer Loft - In-Law Suite - Media Room - Private Stone
Patio - 4-Car Garage - Circular Driveway - Comfort and Elegance at Once!

Pet Connection

Blackjack and Lucy
Dear Pet Lovers: We appreciate the notoriety which last year’s Connection sent our way.
As a result, we carefully posed for two more pictures in the hopes that you would again
grace us in your very special newspaper. We live with Russ and Audrey Ray in Great
Falls. Your devoted readers, Blackjack and Lucy.

INSIDER’S
EDITION

Community
&

Newcomers
Guide

This annual edition
will be chock full of
tips from commu-
nity insiders, plus a
guide for newcom-
ers and long-time
residents alike.
Everyone will learn
something new in
this special edition.

Ask about our
summer ad
specials.

Ads due:
August 15

Publishes:
August 22, 2012

E-mail sales@
connectionnews
papers.com for
more information,
or call
703-778-9431

Content ideas?
E-mail
editors@
connection
newspapers.com
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By Sandy Jolles

The Connection

W
hen Frodo first spent
the night at Eleeka
Asayesh’s house, he

cried. After Frodo’s crying got
more and more urgent and in-
sistent, Asayesh let him sleep on
her bed, and from that point,
they were inseparable.

“He put his head on my shoul-
der and went right to sleep, and
ever since he’s practically been
my shadow, following me every-
where I go,” Asayesh said.

Buying this Maltese from a
special breeder, Asayesh was
told it would take a while for
Frodo to bond, “but it happened
and from that moment I felt I
had found my best friend.”

When Frodo isn’t jumping on his two hind legs,
he’s snuggling with Asayesh and family. According
to Asayesh, he also has a peculiar way of observ-
ing someone by “tilting his head.”

The 4 1/2 month-year-old may have a lot of
growing up to do, but one thing he’ll keep in mind:
there’s no place like family.

PEPER AND PORTIA have two distinct person-
alities. Pepper carries the brains in the operation,
while Portia displays the good looks.

As a Shiba Inu, Pepper resembles a miniature
fox, while german shepherd Portia simply acts like
one.

“Portia doesn’t have the typical Great Dane Ex-
pression. And instead pretends to be a small lap
dog,” said Nicole Hwang who owns these two ani-
mals. “She is a child’s level of playful.”

Though Pepper is small in size, her perception
matches that of a Great Dane.

“She’s incredibly sassy to other dogs. She’s like
the queen bee, and needs to be treated like a prin-
cess,” Hwang said.

Pepper’s audacious mindset lands her face-to-face
with big dogs who later submit to her intimida-
tion, according to Hwang. One arena that Pepper
and Portia clash sharply in: their intellect.

“Portia seems to act her age, like a 4-year-old.
Pepper, on the other hand, seems to have the mind
of a 20-year-old,” Hwang said. “She’s wise beyond
her years.”

With their unfailing friendliness and affability,

Pepper and Portia are a “star dog duo,” according
to Hwang.

Whenever Pepper sees a new person, she goes
up to them looks at them, and rolls over,” Hwang
said.

JOE GARGAN CAN REMEMBER the first time
he welcomed a new addition to his household. He
was in sixth grade at the time. Now a rising junior
at college, his dog Jack still remains as a close-knit
member of their family.

Before Gargan’s family found Jack, the Portu-
guese water dog had participated as a show dog.
Only retiring a year before, Jack still carries the
instinct of incredible loyalty and steadfastness,
especially to his mother.

“Sometimes it’s incredibly hard for anyone but
my mother to take him for a walk because he re-
fuses to be separated from her,” Gargan said.

Not only did the shows sharpen Jack’s sense of
loyalty, they also enhanced Jack’s manners.

“It might sound crazy, but he has this “gentle-
manly” posture about him that not all other dogs
have. We’ve also never had much trouble with potty
training him, keeping him away from the cat, or
harassing other dogs or people,“ Gargan said

Even though Gargan is away at Wesleyan Uni-
versity for the majority of the year, Jack never trails
out of his mind.

Regardless of his age, Gargan notes Jack still “has
a lot of energy left in him.” As the “water” in his
dog title suggests, Jack gravitates towards any pool
of water for his favorite leisure activity: swimming.

By Morgan Sasser

The Connection

A
t Kim’s Tailor shop in
Great Falls Village Cen-
ter, clients are greeted
not only by Deuk Kim,

but by his friendly Yorkie, Mash.
Mash has been accompanying Kim
and his wife Soon to work every
day since he was two-months-
old—and according to Kim, “by
now all Great Falls residents seem
to know him.”

Mash is named after the famous
television show by the same name,
and was originally a graduation gift
for the Kims’ daughter. But after
she left for school in California,
Mash stayed with the family.

Kim says that his favorite thing
about Mash is how smart and well-
trained he is. Mash has even
learned to let himself out to use the
bathroom while his owners work
with clients. “He just goes around
the corner and comes right back,
all by himself,” he said.

However, three years ago this
trick got Mash into trouble. One
day, Mash wandered outside—
without a collar—to use the bath-
room. Thinking that he was a stray
dog, a woman picked him up at the
Shell gas station behind the shop.
After reporting a missing dog to the
Fairfax Animal Shelter, she took
him home with her to Manassas.
“She wasn’t a Great Falls resident,
so she didn’t recognize him as the
Kim’s Tailor dog,” said Kim.

After a panicked evening, the
Kims eventually contacted the
Fairfax shelter and promptly drove
to Manassas to get their beloved
dog. “We thought that we had lost
him,” said Kim. “Fortunately, the
woman who found him took good

care of him.”
At nine pounds, most would as-

sume Mash to be a puppy—and
clients are always astonished when
Kim tells them that Mash is actu-
ally twelve years old. “We check
him three or four times a year, and
he’s very healthy for his age,” said
Kim.

Mash has certainly become well-
known in the Great Falls commu-
nity, and residents stop by the shop
often to give him a pat on the head.

AFTER TAKING A FEW STEPS
into the Pans’ backyard, you start
to hear the clucking from the red
and white coop. Along with
Scarlett, a German short-haired
pointer, and Tommy, a turtle that
was discovered in their pool, this
family has four pet chickens.

The Pans got their first chicken—
a hen named Lady—six years ago
from a hatching project at St.
Francis church. When it was an-
nounced that the chick needed a
permanent home, the Pans decided
to volunteer. “After that, we just
started adding,” said Wendy Pan.

Next came Lady Two, Junior, and
a rooster named Jabberwocky. “He
was huge, and when he was out of
the coop he would chase me and
my brothers around our yard,” said
son Garret.

At that point, the Pans built a
coop for their chickens. Complete
with a solar heater to keep the
birds warm in the winter, the struc-
ture provides protection from foxes
and dogs that might otherwise at-
tack. However, the chickens are
allowed to wander around the
yard—as long as Scarlett is inside.

Just like with any other pet, the
Pans provide the chickens with
fresh food and water every day, and

Wendy Pan regularly collects the
eggs from the coop. “Sometimes
our friends bring us empty egg car-
tons and ask us to fill them,” she
said.

While chickens may seem like
unconventional pets, Gary Pan says
that most local families are in-
trigued. “But when I tell people
who live outside of Great Falls,
they’re much more surprised,” he
said. “I think it shows that our com-
munity still has a rural feeling.”

Although the Pans now refer to
the birds collectively as “chickens,”
they still consider them pets. “I
grew up on a farm, so I like having
them around,” said Wendy Pan. So
far, the family has had almost
twenty chickens, and plans con-
tinue adding them in the future.

DURING THE POWER OUT-
AGES that swept through the area
in early July, the Patil family’s min-
iature poodle, Pluto, proved him-
self a hero. The lamps lining their
backyard had been off for five days
due to the outages, and leaves had
started to collect around them.
Little to the family’s knowledge,
when the power returned the
leaves caught fire and started to
smoke.

“Pluto was running around and
barking, so we finally came outside
to see what was wrong,” said Raj
Patil. “We put it out in time, but it
could have spread to the house if
it weren’t for him.”

In addition to Pluto, who is al-
most three, six-year-old Goofy, a
cocker spaniel and poodle mix, is
also beloved by the Patils. This is
the third dog named Goofy that the
Patils have had; the first was a shih
tzu that they adopted while living
in Utah, and after moving to Vir-
ginia, said Sangita Patil, “we
wanted to keep the tradition go-
ing.”

Both dogs are walked three times
a day, and their favorite place to
go is Great Falls Park. “We walk
them, feed them. They love home-
made Indian food,” said Sangita.
“But if you give them something
store-bought, they spit it out. It’s
so funny.”

The family describes the dogs as
loving, and daughter Radika notes
that even after so many years,
“they’re always so excited when
one of us comes home.”

While Goofy is welcoming to-
wards houseguests, Pluto—despite
his stature—acts as the Patils guard
dog. “He tries to protect us from
everyone,” said Sangita.

And even Goofy has caused
trouble in the house. “Goofy has
chewed up two of my retainers,
two pairs of glasses, two iPods, and
my driver’s education booklet,”
said son Neil. “He even stole four
twenty dollar bills out of someone’s
purse once and just walked off.
Another time, he really did eat my
homework.”

TO FIFTEEN-YEAR-OLD Lily
Barber, Shine is more than a pet;
she’s a teammate. The pair fre-
quently competes in horse shows
around the area, although Barber
says that she values Shine for much
more than her dressage and jump-
ing abilities. “She has real person-
ality,” said Barber. “She’s sweet, but
I’ve seen her be sassy sometimes.”

Barber has had Shine for two
years now, and the duo met for the
first time at a horse show. The Bar-
ber family was looking at several
horses, but after riding Shine for a
few minutes Barber says that she
knew it was the perfect match. “I
just had to convince my parents,”
she said.

Now, Barber boards her horse at
Stony Ridge Farm in Manassas, but
still manages to see Shine every

other day. The two have lessons
once a week, but Barber enjoys
going on rides with her horse
whenever she gets the chance.
“The barn is right at the Manassas
battlefield, so we like going
through the trails around there,”
she said.

Aside from riding and compet-
ing, Barber values the other aspects
of having a horse as well. She says
that to have a pet like this, “you
really have to love all parts of it.
Mucking the stalls, grooming the
horse, everything. It’s more work
than some people might think.”

However, Barber sees the time
commitment as worthwhile, and
has developed a strong connection
with her horse. “I honestly believe
that she understands what I’m say-
ing,” said Barber. “I’ll be talking to
her, and she snickers back to me.”

LAST FALL, Loretta Arey found
herself locked in her tack room.

Without a phone to call for help,
she was finally forced to escape
through the back window. Her
horse, Scottie, had once again
shown his aptitude for locks. “He’s
very smart,” she said. “He locked
me in the tack room, and can let
himself out of his stall, too.”

Despite his mischievous nature,
Scottie has a special place in
Arey’s life. Not only is he sweet
and gentle, but he is also Arey’s
largest horse. A cross between the
Irish draft and Belgian breeds,
Scottie is 17.3 hands—almost six
feet tall—and fifteen hundred
pounds.

Arey recalls when Scottie took
advantage of his stature two years
ago. “I had an injured horse that I
was keeping in Scottie’s stall,” she
said. “I came back from teaching a
lesson, and Scottie had lifted the
stall door off its hinges. I guess he
just wanted his space back.”

Arey has had Scottie for six years,

and first found him on the website
equine.com. After her former
riding horse passed away, she had
decided to find a replacement. And
when it came time to name the new
horse, her husband helped her
come up with ideas. “My husband
joked that I had to get beamed up
onto his back to ride him because
he’s so tall,” said Arey. “It reminded
us of ‘beam me up Scotty’ from Star
Trek.”

In spite of Scottie’s strength and
size, Arey has to take special care
of him in some ways. “He has 26
allergies,” she said. “It’s like a kid
with allergies; it can be high main-
tenance.”

Aside from Scottie, Arey has
seven other horses that she uses in
her riding program, 20/20
Horsesight. While she allows stu-
dents to ride the others during les-
sons, Arey reserves Scottie for her
own riding. “He’s just too big for
most people to ride,” she said.

Meeting the Pets of Great Falls
Five stories on local people with pets.

Deuk Kim
and Mash sit
in their shop
in Great Falls
Village,
where Mash
has been
accompany-
ing his own-
ers for
twelve years.

The Pan family members, (from left to right) Garrett,
Mitchell, Gary, Wendy, and Wesley hold their chickens in
front of their backyard coop.

Raj, Sangita, and Neil Patil (from left to right) sit between
their playful dogs, Pluto (left) and Goofy (right).

Lily boards her horse,
Shine, at Stony Ridge Farm
in Manassas.

Loretta Arey with her horse, Scottie, at their Great Falls home.

Pet Connection

The Best Friends of Great Falls

Photo by Morgan Sasser/The Connection

Joe Gargan’s dog Jack rests comfortably and poses for
the camera.

Frodo posing in a sea of
pillows.

From left, Pepper and Portia sit side-by-side on Huang’s
boat.
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Visit These Houses of Worship

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET, NW
VIENNA, VA 22180

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
CHURCH SCHOOL 9:30AM-10:30AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468
Assembly of God

Vienna Assembly of God ... 703-938-7736
Washington Christian Church...703-938-7720

Cristo Es Mi Refugio...703-938-7727

Baha’i
Baha’i Faith for Northern Virginia ... 703-821-3345

Baptist
Global Mission Church ... 703-757-0877
Peace Baptist Church ... 703-560-8462

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
... 703-757-8134

Cartersville Baptist Church ... 703-255-7075
Fellowship Baptist Church ... 703-385-8516

First Baptist Church ... 703-938-8525
The Light Mission Church ... 703-757-0877

Vienna Baptist Church ... 703-281-4400
New Union Baptist Church... 703-281-2556

Buddhist
Vajrayogini Buddhist Center... 202-331-2122

Church of the Brethern
Oakton Church of the Brethern ... 703-281-4411

Catholic
Our Lady of Good Counsel ... 703-938-2828

St. Athanasius Catholic Church ... 703-759-4555
St. Mark’s Catholic Church ... 703-281-9100

Charismatic
Christian Assembly ... 703-698-9777

Church of Christ
Berea Church of Christ ... 703-893-7040

Disciples of Christ
Antioch Christian Church ... 703-938-6753

Episcopal
Church of the Holy Comforter ... 703-938-6521

Church of the Holy Cross ... 703-698-6991
St. Francis Episcopal ... 703-759-2082

Jehovah’s Witness
Jehovah’s Witnesses ... 703-759-1579

Lutheran
Emmanuel Lutheran Church...703-938-2119

Christ The King Lutheran Church...703-759-6068
St. Athanasius Lutheran Church... 703-455-4003

Methodist
Andrew Chapel United Methodist ... 703-759-3509

Church of the Good Shepherd ... 703-281-3987
The Vine Methodist Church ... 703-573-5336
Ephiphany United Methodist ... 703-938-3494
Great Falls United Methodist... 703-759-3705

Oakton United Methodist ... 703-938-1233
Vale United Methodist ... 703-620-2594

Smith Chapel United Methodist ... 571-434-9680
Wesley United Methodist ... 703-938-8700

Non-Denominational
Celebration Center for Spiritual Living

... 703-560-2030
Christian Assembly Church ... 703-698-9777

Presbyterian
Grace Orthodox Presbyterian Church ...

703-560-6336
Korean Central Presbyterian ... 703-698-5577

Vienna Presbyterian ... 703-938-9050

Quaker
Langley Hills Friends...703-442-8394

Seventh-Day Adventist
Northern Virginia Christian Fellowship ...

703-242-9001
Vienna Seventh Day Adventists ...

703-938-8383

Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Fairfax ...  703-281-4230

8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 10:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

703-437-6530
www.stannes-reston.org

1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

Pet Connection

By Gloria Boos, 8

Great Falls Elementary School

O
ne evening my mom,
my sister Rose and I
were walking on the
boardwalk at the

beach and we saw a lot of people
walking past us with interesting
pets. We asked one person where
they got it and they said at the
store farther down the boardwalk.
We thanked the person and started
walking toward the shop. When
we got there we discovered that
they were selling hermit crabs.
They all had different de-
signs on their shells. The
saleslady told us how to take
care of them and my mom
decided to get two, one for
Rose and me.

To take care of hermit crabs all
you have to do is: 1. Most impor-
tantly, get a sponge and keep it wet
at all times. The hermit crab needs
it to drink. 2. You should get a con-
tainer of food that lasts 3 to 6
months and feed it to the hermit
crab every morning. 3. Clean out
the cage using a squirt bottle.
Make sure in the bottle you only
have water.

I chose a hermit crab that was
colorful and named it Tie-die.
There are colors on my hermit crab
like purple, orange, green, yellow

and blue. Rose has a hermit crab
that is named Hermy. She named
hers Hermy because she couldn’t
think of a name for a yellow and
grey striped crab. Hermy is much
smaller than Tie-die. I don’t think
they like each other very much so
if you get more than one hermit
crab you should probably get a
cage for each crab. Sometimes you
should let them out on a grassy or
hard area where they can walk.

Today we had a babysitter and
she suggested that we have a her-
mit crab race. So we did. The race
was on! Tie-die moved out of her

shell, Hermy was still in his
shell, not moving. Tie-die
crawled toward the food.
Hermy finally moved out of
his shell. Halfway to the fin-

ish line, Tie-die was in the lead.
Close to the finish line Tie-die
went back into her shell. She was
afraid for some reason. Hermy was
now getting closer to Tie-die. Rose
was getting excited. Hermy passed
Tie-die, but then Tie-die came
back out of her shell and started
after Hermy. The winner … Tie-
die! She came right in front of
Hermy. The race was finished.
Rose, the babysitter and I were
cheering. What a close race.
Maybe tomorrow we’ll have a
rematch. Whoever wins gets to
have extra food for a week.

Caring for Crabs

Gloria Boos, 8, upcoming 3rd grader at Great Falls
Elementary, right, with her twin sister Rose, also up-
coming 3rd grader at Great Falls Elementary: Their pets
are hermit crabs.
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News

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

N
ike Field number four is set to become
the first artificial turf field in Great
Falls, through a joint effort between the
Fairfax County Park Authority, the

Great Falls Lacrosse Association and the Fairfax
County Department of Neighborhood and Commu-
nity Services. In addition to allowing more playing
time for local athletic groups, the project will also
serve as part of the ongoing storm water manage-
ment in the area.

The Fairfax County Park Authority did a needs as-
sessment in 2004, which found that there were 94
fields short of meeting the needs
of the community. Rectangular
fields, like Nike Field 4, are in es-
pecially high demand.

“This project is estimated to in-
crease playing capacity by 62
percent, in conjunction with the
addition of lights, when com-
pared to natural turf,” said Deb
Garris of the county’s Athletic
Field Management branch. “By
increasing capacity on a lighted existing field, we’re
reducing the need to construct additional fields.”

Garris said turfing also helps increase the durabil-
ity of the fields while decreasing divots, bald spots
and uneven terrain.

THE FIELD consists of the turf as a top layer, fol-
lowed by a layer of finish stone, a layer of open
graded aggregate base and an underground piping
system.

The county is currently examining two options for
the turf infill: FutrFill, which is a thermoplastic elas-
tomer derived from an environmentally inert mate-
rial process and a silica sand mixture; or PureFill,
which is an organic, 100 percent recyclable project

harvested from cork oak trees and a silica sand mix-
ture.

Garris said the industry standard for artificial turf
fields is about eight to 10 years.

“Replacement means rolling up the carpet on the
field, re-laying the surface below and then laying new
carpet over it,” she said.

The proposed field will also be used by the county’s
Department of Public Works and Environmental Ser-
vices to help manage the storm water in the area.

“By partnering up with DPWES, we’re putting in
an additional two inches of stone and six inches of
aggregate base, but should provide additional vol-
ume reduction of water draining,” Garris said. “Our
goal for the field is to be able to retain the volume of
a 100 year storm, and the design reduces the runoff
rate for two-year and 10-year storm runoff to less
than the predevelopment conditions.”

Craig Carinci, director of storm water planning for
DPWES, says the project will tie into their overall
efforts to manage storm water in the area.

“We’ll also be using additional filtration methods
so the water that is running off
the site is cleaner water,” he said.
“I’m not aware of any other
project, public or private, in the
county that’s ever tried to retain
a 100-year storm, it’s unheard
of.”

According to DPWES, synthetic
turf field systems reduce phos-
phorus runoff by an estimated 15
percent for the Nike Field project.

THE WATER from Nike Field is part of Piney Branch,
which has a total draining area of about 36 acres.
Emma Gutzler, an ecologist with the Stormwater
Planning division of DPWES, estimated that the cur-
rent project will focus on 3.5 acres of the drainage
area.

Leo Santaballa Field, located behind the Great Falls
Library which is currently used by lacrosse players,
was originally supposed to be turfed.

“We were looking at Santaballa for a long time,
but it was never the right place,” said Supervisor John
Foust (D-Dranesville). “It’s the current home of the
lacrosse players, so that’s where we looked first, but
the challenges we had there never got resolved.”

Piano students from Artstars
Studio LLC performed in Musical
Olympics recitals recently, featur-
ing music from all around the
world.

Some students chose to learn a
piece tied to their heritage.  For
example, Caroline Stock has a
Hungarian background, and so she

Presenting Musical Olympics in
Great Falls

performed Franz Liszt’s Hungarian
Rhapsody #2. Each student cre-
ated a flag, representing the coun-
try of their music’s origin.

Artstars Studio LLC is located in
Great Falls, and the instructor is
Mary Jane Cogan.

To view more recital photos, visit
www.Artstars.biz.

Piano students from Artstars Studio LLC in Great Falls
performed in Musical Olympics recitals recently, featur-
ing music from all around the world.

Catherine Kruse played “Finlandia” by Sibelius while
showing her flag of Finland.

Heidi Lin played “Beautiful Jasmine,” a Chinese folk
song.
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Field number four
at Nike Park, lo-
cated at the bottom,
is scheduled to be
turned into an
artificial turf field,
as well as receive
several storm water
management im-
provements.

Turf Field Slated for Nike Park
Project will look to
increase usability, improve
storm water management.

Stormwater Solutions
Meeting Set

Fairfax County will host a meeting to
discuss solutions to storm water issues
around the community, including the turf
field planned at Nike. The meeting will take
place Wednesday, August 1 at 7 p.m. at
Forestville Elementary School.

Photo

Contributed
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Established in 1989

www.heritageanimalvet.com

FREE
Veterinary Exam

for new clients only
Expires August 31, 2012

20% OFF Dental
Cleaning & Polishing

Expires August 31, 2012

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, JULY 28 & 29

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

Ashburn
22018 Ayr Hill Ct...................$814,900........Sun 1-4 ......Bruce Young .... Samson Props ..571-331-6363

Burke
6208 Ormandy Dr..................$527,900........Sun 1-4 .....Wendy Smith .. Coldwell Banker ..703-608-1725

Centreville
6803 Farrahs Cavalry Rd ....... $530,000........Sun 1-4 .......Rich Triplett .... Samson Props ..703-217-1348

Falls Church
7581 Chrisland Cove ............. $499,900.......Sat 12-3..Barbara Blumer .. Coldwell Banker ..703-405-5993

Oakton
11312 Timberline Dr...........$1,100,000..Sat/Sun 1-4.....Steve Eaheart ....Keller Williams ..703-222-3300
3204 Wheatland Farms Dr..$1,149,000........Sun 1-4...Beth Dadisman....Keller Williams ..703-577-1144

Reston
1388 Cameron Dr...............$1,185,000........Sun 1-4 ...... Glynis Canto....Keller Williams...703-395 2355

Sterling
46750 Graham Cove Sq.........$365,000........Sun 1-4.....Lynn Thornell ............. Weichert ..703-777-3977

Vienna
1108 Hillcrest Dr SW..........$1,039,000........Sun 1-4 ...Casey Samson .... Samson Props ..703-508-2535
2423 Holt St..........................$565,000........Sun 1-4 ...Casey Samson .... Samson Props ..703-508-2535
10511 William Terry Dr ......... $998,000......Sun 12-5..Laura Maschler ..........Century 21 ..571-338-3961

To add your FREE Realtor represented Open House to
these weekly listings, please contact Salome Gaibler

at 703-778-9421 or
salome@connectionnewspapers.com
All listings are due by Monday at 3 P.M.

By Nikki Cheshire

The Connection

During the hot and humid days of sum-mer, most
people like nothing more than a relaxing day at the
pool. However, dogs are not always granted this
luxury – that is, until Seneca Hill Animal Hospital,
Resort and Spa’s annual open house.

Dogs and their owners gathered from all over the
area on Sunday, July 15, to treat themselves to free
samples, raffles, unlimited playtime and access to
the newly renovated aquatic facility. Additionally,
owners could enjoy complimentary hot dogs, sides
and drinks while their four-legged friends received
dog treats, frozen Frosty Paws and ice water.

After cooling off with a swim, a Keeshond named
Cassie enjoyed her time in the play yard and its
plethora of toys. Her owners, Cynthia and Alan
Houpt, came all the way from Oak Hill to take ad-
vantage of Seneca Hill’s facilities. “Cassie used to be
a regular in doggy day care here,” explained Cynthia
Houpt. “We thought it’d be nice to visit again.” Cassie,
who also visits an assisted living home and takes part
in informal dog shows, got to have a day of fun and
relaxation at Seneca.

The event, which according to Seneca Hill’s gen-
eral manager Heather Dallara is in its fourth year, is
a “fun, excellent way to thank our customers.”
Dallara, who brought her Chihuahua mix, Moxie, to
the event as well, continued: “We mainly do it as a
community event” that everyone – both people and
pets – can enjoy.

Pet Connection

Seneca Hill Holds
Open House

Cassie, a Keeshond owned by Oak Hill
residents Cynthia and Alan Houpt, relaxes
next to a bowl of ice water in the play yard
at Seneca Hill. The fenced area contained
several places for the dogs to cool off.

Seneca Hill
general
manager
Heather
Dallara
shows off her
Chihuahua,
Moxie, and
her favorite
way of travel:
her sling.

Photos by Nikki Cheshire/The Connection

For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com
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From Page 7

One of the restaurant’s signa-
ture desserts, a tribute to
Francois Haeringer’s grand-
mother, is a creamy bread pud-
ding topped with vanilla sauce
… heavenly.

L’Auberge now offers a la
carte dishes in conjunction with
its prix fixe menu. The choices
are extensive because the “gen-
eral,” Francois himself, always
said that people want choices.

Jacques’ Brasserie extends
the concept of choice. It offers
some lighter fare, such as the
vegetable tarte flambe, and is
more casually-oriented.
Choucroute is standard on the
brasserie menu, as are pinot
noir-braised beef and medal-
lions of beef with a bearnaise
sauce. The free-range chicken
comes with spaetzle. The fresh
calf’s liver with bacon and cara-
melized onions is popular, too.

The whole restaurant is
served by a single kitchen and
staff. The brasserie concept has
drawn in more local residents
just “popping in,” said
Haeringer. They drive by, on the
way home from work or activi-
ties, and stop by the brasserie.

Haeringer hosts quite a few
fundraisers for the community
throughout the year, including
those with a personal mission.
His wife died of breast cancer
and fundraisers on behalf of
breast cancer research funding
are important to him.

JACQUES HAERINGER ap-
pears as guest chef on the “To-
day” show, eight appearances
to-date, and on local Washing-
ton, D.C. stations. He is person-
able, deft with his culinary tech-
nique, smiling, and speaks
French. His extroverted person-
ality, charisma and passion for
food makes for good TV. For his

July 11 demonstration on
WUSA with J.C. Hayward,
Haeringer prepared cantalope
stuffed with crabmeat to cel-
ebrate Bastille Day on July 14.

OpenTable.com voters have
placed L’Auberge consistently as
one of the top 50 restaurants in
the country. Couples, families,
business people, celebrate at
the restaurant.

Haeringer said that about 10
percent of the restaurant’s clien-
tele have dietary concerns, from
gluten avoidance to sodium re-
striction. The restaurant accom-
modates dietary needs when-
ever possible. “We are happy and
able to do custom dishes,” said
Haeringer. L’Auberge is putting
together menu notations alert-
ing customers to gluten.

For many patrons, the ambi-
ance, the setting, is part of the
dining experience. The Webbs
waited for weather conducive
to dining on the patio. For the
group of retired teachers who
came from Montgomery County
for the three-course luncheon,
the grounds “make” the experi-
ence.

When family from out of the
area visited Susan and Virgil
Webb a month ago, the Webbs
brought them here, to the pa-
tio, for a great meal. “We
brought them to the best place
we know,” said Virgil Webb.

L’Auberge Chez Francois is at
332 Springvale Road, Great
Falls, in a residential area. It is
across the corner of Springvale
Road and Beach Mill Road. For
reservations, call 703-759-
3800. For more information on
the restaurant, go to http://
www.laubergechezfrancois.com/
Chef Jacques keeps a Facebook
page, as well, updating special-
ties and garden bounty, https:/
/www.facebook.com/pages/
LAuberge-Chez-Francois/
137965396217685.

Send announcements to
vienna@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com

WEDNESDAY/JULY 25
“The Wizard of Oz.” 7:30 p.m. Alden

Theatre, McLean Community Center,
1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. This is
a non-musical version of the show.
sabrina.anwah@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Wine Tasting. 5:30-8:30 p.m. Wine
Bar & Lounge at Entyse, Ritz Carlton
1700 Tyson’s Boulevard, McLean.
703-506-4300.

THURSDAY/JULY 26
 Sushi. 5:30-8:30 p.m. Wine Bar &

Lounge at Entyse, Ritz Carlton 1700
Tyson’s Boulevard, McLean. 703-506-
4300.

Matthias Kuchta. 10:30 a.m. Filene
Center, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna. The
Brothers Grimm fairytale, The Wolf
and the Seven Little Goats. German
puppeteer Matthias Kuchta uses life-
size puppets to share the story of
seven little goats that let a wicked
wolf into their home. $8-$10 at 1-
877-WOLFTRAP or
www.wolftrap.org/TITW.

Free Summer Concert Series:
Toubab Krewe. 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Nottoway Park, Vienna. Free.  http://
toubabkrewe.com/

FRIDAY/JULY 27
“Legally Blonde – the Musical” 8

p.m. MCC Alden Theatre, 1234
Ingleside Ave, McLean. $18-$20.
www.mcleanplayers.org.

The Christopher Linman Jazz
Ensemble. 8:30 p.m.- 12 a.m. Wine
Bar & Lounge at Entyse, Ritz Carlton
1700 Tyson’s Boulevard, McLean.
Food, wine and jazz entertainment.
703-506-4300.

Friday Afternoon Chess Group. 1
p.m. Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. All
ages. 703-757-8560.

Matthias Kuchta. 10:30 a.m. Filene
Center, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna. The
Brothers Grimm fairytale, The Wolf
and the Seven Little Goats. German
puppeteer Matthias Kuchta uses life-
size puppets to share the story of
seven little goats that let a wicked
wolf into their home. $8-$10 at 1-
877-WOLFTRAP or
www.wolftrap.org/TITW.

SATURDAY/JULY 28
Rockneceros Presents: Colonel

Purple Turtle. 2:30 p.m. Tysons-
Pimmit Library, 7584 Leesburg Pike,
Falls Church. Join Coach Cotton,
Williebob and Boogie Woogie for a
rockin’ time. 703-790-8088.

The Folsom Prisoners. 5-7 p.m. The
Palladium Civic Place Green, 1445
Laughlin Avenue, McLean. Free
outdoor event featuring country
music. 703-288-9505.

Children’s Shows: Billy Kelly &
the Blahblahblahs. 10:30 a.m.
Jammin’ Java, 227 Maple Ave. E.,
Vienna. www.jamminjava.com.

“The Prince and the Troubadour.”
12 p.m. 1st Stage Theater, 1524
Spring Hill Road, McLean. All tickets
are for general admission seating.
$10. 703-854-1856 or email
boxoffice@1ststagetysons.org.

“Legally Blonde – the Musical” 8
p.m. MCC Alden Theatre, 1234
Ingleside Ave, McLean. $18-$20.
www.mcleanplayers.org.

Matthias Kuchta. 10:30 a.m. Filene
Center, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna. The
Brothers Grimm fairytale, The Wolf
and the Seven Little Goats. German
puppeteer Matthias Kuchta uses life-
size puppets to share the story of
seven little goats that let a wicked
wolf into their home. $8-$10 at 1-
877-WOLFTRAP or

www.wolftrap.org/TITW.

SUNDAY/JULY 29
Wolf Trap Opera Company:

Backstage Buzz Artist Panels. 3
p.m. Wolf Trap Center for the
Performing Arts, 1551 Trap Road,
Vienna. Bringing the opera to life.
Preshow talk one hour before
performance. www.wolftrap.org.

“The Prince and the Troubadour.”
12 p.m. 1st Stage Theater, 1524
Spring Hill Road, McLean. $10. 703-
854-1856 or email
boxoffice@1ststagetysons.org.

“Legally Blonde – the Musical” 2
p.m. MCC Alden Theatre, 1234
Ingleside Ave, McLean. $18-$20.
www.mcleanplayers.org.

Happy Together Tour 2012; The
Turtles featuring Flo & Eddie;
The Monkees Lead Singer
Mickey Dolenz; Gary Puckett &
The Union Gap; The Grass
Roots; The Buckinghams. 8 p.m.
Wolf Trap, 1551 Trap Road, Vienna.
$42 in-house, $25 lawn.
www.wolftrap.org

MONDAY/JULY 30
Fun with Jonathan Austin. 10:30

a.m. Great Falls Library, 9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls.
Juggling, magic and unicycling. Ages
6-12. 703-757-8560.

Create a Comic Book. 7 p.m. Age 12-
18. Tysons-Pimmit Library, 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. 703-
790-8088.

TUESDAY/JULY 31
Bill T. Jones/Arnie Zane Dance

Company. 8:30 p.m. Wolf Trap
Center for the Performing Arts, 1551
Trap Road, Vienna. Jones presents
autobiographical segments
accompanied by music and dance.
$4-$40. www.wolftrap.org.

Tuesday Storytime. 10:30 a.m.
Tysons-Pimmit Library, 7584

Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. Ages 1-2
with caregiver. 703-790-8088.

Okee Dokee Brothers. 10:30 a.m.
Filene Center, 1551 Trap Road,
Vienna. Bluegrass melodies. $8-$10
at 1-877-WOLFTRAP or
www.wolftrap.org/TITW.

Thinking Inside the Box. 10 a.m. - 4
p.m., Tues. – Sat. Vienna Arts Society
Gallery on the Village Green, 513
Maple Ave., W., Vienna. Many artists’
insights and thoughts within the
limits of a frame.
www.ViennaArtsSociety.org.

Book Talk for Book Lovers. 7 p.m.
Tysons-Pimmit Library, 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church. Adults.
703-790-8088.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 1
George Thorogood & The

Destroyers. 7:30 p.m. Wolf Trap
Center for the Performing Arts, 1551
Trap Road, Vienna. $25-$42.
www.wolftrap.org.

Wine Tasting. 5:30-8:30 p.m. Wine
Bar & Lounge at Entyse, Ritz Carlton
1700 Tyson’s Boulevard, McLean.
Sample Sommelier Vincent Feraud’s
wines. 703-506-4300.

Okee Dokee Brothers. 10:30 a.m.
Filene Center, 1551 Trap Road,
Vienna. Bluegrass melodies. $8-$10
at 1-877-WOLFTRAP or
www.wolftrap.org/TITW.

THURSDAY/AUG. 2
The Temptations and The Four

Tops. 8 p.m. Wolf Trap Center for
the Performing Arts, 1551 Trap Road,
Vienna. $22-$38. www.wolftrap.org.

Sushi. 5:30-8:30 p.m. Wine Bar &
Lounge at Entyse, Ritz Carlton 1700
Tyson’s Boulevard, McLean. Watch as
expert chef creates sushi. 703-506-
4300.

Okee Dokee Brothers. 10:30 a.m.
Filene Center, 1551 Trap Road,
Vienna. Bluegrass melodies. $8-$10
at 1-877-WOLFTRAP or
www.wolftrap.org/TITW.

Local artist Jane Rader will be
exhibiting her “Memories of the
Beach” series of photographs at
the Great Falls Library (9830
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls)
from July to September 2012.
Located in the conference room
of the library, Rader’s digital
images on canvas feature beach
scenes in a contemporary, im-
pressionistic style. As a painter
and a graphic designer, Rader
utilizes a soft focus style of pho-
tography that allows her to
“paint” with her camera.

“Memories of the Beach” was
photographed in 2010 along
the coastline of Virginia.

Rader is a graphic designer,
member of Great Falls Studios
and the Middleburg Arts Coun-
cil, and has

taught visual communica-
tions in New York and the
Washington, D.C. area. Rader
recently launched a line of
greeting cards and cell phone
covers. For more information,
v i s i t
www.janeraderdesigns.com.

Umbrella by Jane Rader

Beach Photos on Exhibit at
Great Falls Library

Entertainment

Chez Francois Garden
Inspires Menu

The vegetables for the vegetable tarte were freshly-
picked from L’Auberge Chez Francois’s on-site garden.
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Sports

T
he Langley Wildthings defeated the
Hunter Mill Sharks in a title battle for
the top spot in Division 5. Langley was
down four points as they entered the

relay portion of the competition, and won the nail
biter by taking eight of twelve; they clinched the meet
with the second to last event, the Boys Mixed Age
Relay. The final score was 218-202.

Coaches Mason Walsh, Sam Speers and Will
Brumas inspired The Wildthings to bring their all to
every practice and meet, resulting in an undefeated
season.

The Wildthings last went undefeated and
took the first place spot in 2005, when they
swam in Division 8.

Liliana Schone set an 8 and Under Girls
Butterfly club record by finishing the 25M

race in 19.87 seconds.
Langley’s double blue ribbon winners were: Luke

Watson, Jack Hoeymans, Zach Johnson, Jinwon
Bailar, Nathan Johnson, Tatiana Bennett and Schuyler
Bailar.

Single blue ribbons went to: Nathalie Schmanske,
Isabelle Schone, JJ Bellaschi, Katie Robinson, Katie
Bellaschi, Audrey Wallach, Liliana Schone, Emily
Wallach, Elena Skhlyar and Maggie Bellaschi.

Please contact Liz Holzapfel with questions:
woodapple1@verizon.net.

T
he RiverBend Stingrays
(5-0) defeated
Westwood, 316-200, to win

the DCCL Blue Division championship.
This is the third year the undefeated
Stingrays have won this title.

Will Koeppen continued his
record-breaking streak with three
new 9-10 boys’ league records in
the 50M free (30.96), 25M fly
(15.59) and 100M IM (1:17.96),
and four first-place finishes.

Katherine Allen, Anna Takis and
Micaela Grassi each won four
races.

Triple winners were: Carter
Bennett, Thomas Youngkin and
Ryan Windus.

Other first-place finishers in-
cluded: Luke Buroker, Julian
Villacorta, Sara Bailey Zeiller,
Charlotte Bell, Colin O’Connor,
Emma Grassi and Pearce Bloom.

The Langley Wildthings celebrate their victory over Hunter Mill and their Division 5
Champions Title.
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Langley Wildthings Win Championship
With victory over Hunter Mill,
Langley completes a 5-0 season.

Kent Gardens diver Caroline
McCleary (15), of McLean,
won first place in the Senior
Girls (15-18) event at the
NVSL’s annual Wally Martin

Pictured with McCleary is Kent Gardens head dive
coach Leigh Anne Methlie.

Memorial 3-Meter Meet on
Sunday, July 15, 2012.
Pictured with McCleary is
Kent Gardens head dive coach
Leigh Anne Methlie.

McLean Diver Wins
3-Meter Meet
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Adult Softball Teams Wanted
Fairfax Adult Softball is accepting applications for adult

softball teams. Men, women, coed, social coed, corporate coed
and senior (age 50 and older) leagues are available. Applica-
tions are accessible via the FAS Web site at
www.playsoftballnow.com. Sign up before Aug. 3 to ensure a
spot.

Don’t have a team yet? FAS will place you on a team. Visit the
FAS website and register as an individual free agent.

For further information, call 703-815-9007 or email
office@fairfaxadultsoftball.com.

RiverBend Defeats Westwood for DCCL Trophy

Members of the RiverBend developmental swim team, the
Mini-Stingers, at their Lollipop Meet. Also pictured are
coaches and swim team members who helped run this
meet.

Members of RiverBend’s developmental swim team, the
Mini-Stingers, receive some last minute pointers from
Assistant Coach Cindy Weir as they prepare to swim in
their first meet — The Lollipop Meet — which is run by
older team members.

Photos Contributed

Great Falls Connection Sports Editor Rich Sanders

703-224-3031 or  richsand8@aol.com
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

A New High Volume Dry 

Cleaner in Vienna is looking for a 
Spotter, Pressers, and Customer Support 
Personnel. Call 703-851-5939 to apply. 
Experience is preferred but not necessary.

CORPORATE RECEPTIONIST 
Access National Bank is looking for a 

corporate receptionist. The candidate's 
main responsibility will be to answer 

incoming calls, direct calls to appropriate 
associates, ensure efficient incoming and 

outgoing mail distribution, flow of 
correspondence, assistance to all 

corporate lobby traffic, as well as a variety 
of additional clerical duties as assigned. 

Successful candidates must possess 
excellent attention to detail, organization 
skills & communication skills. Ability to 

multi-task is critical to your success! This 
person is the face of Access National to all 
visitors, so a professional demeanor is a 
must. Hrs: M - F 8:30 am - 5:30 pm.

Please send resume to 
careers@accessnational.com 

EOE MIFIDN Access National 
Corporation, NASDAQ listed ANCX

Do you want to work for a 
company that rewards you 

every day?
Professional Healthcare Resources, a 
home care and hospice agency with 17 
years of experience, has openings for 
Personal Care Aides (CNAs & Home 
Health Aides) in the McLean, Herndon, 
Chantilly, Sterling and Vienna areas.  As 
well as the intangible reward of knowing 
you are helping someone who needs you 
every day.  We also offer flexible 
scheduling for the right person.  Must 
have current CPR certification and own 
your own car.  For more information or 
to apply please call our job line at 

703-752-8777 ext. 900.  
www.phri.com. 

Please quote code NOVA3 when 
calling.

PERSON  TO COOK &  
DO LIGHT CLEANING

$15/hr, PT or FT. High school graduate. 
F 21-35  Arlington/Alex area

703-416-7276 
bet. 10am-Noon or 5pm-7pm

RN Nurse Manager
Care Options in Falls Church, Va. has a 
FT position for a Director of Caregiving 

Services.  This position is responsible for 
directing, managing and coordinating a 
licensed private duty agency within Care 

Options.  Must have a current RN 
license in Va. and a min. of 2 yrs. 

managerial and supervisory experience 
pref. in the home care field.  Please 

contact Judy Grumbly @703-237-9432 
or email resume to 

jgrumbly@careoptionsva.com.

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6.....Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4.....Tues @ noon
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6.........Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.........Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2...............Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...............Wed @ 1:00
E-mail ad with zone choices to:

classified@connection
newspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/

Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria

Gazette Packet
The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO An expert is someone 
who knows some of the worst

mistakes that can be made in his
subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

JUAN’S LANDSCAPING Since 1987

Res./Com. • Free Estimates

• CELL 703-732-7175

• COMPLETE TREE SERVICE • MASONRY • HAULING
• BACKHOE • EXCAVATING • POWER WASHING
• HANDYMAN • PAINTING • TRASH REMOVAL • DRYWAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

MOWING TRIMMING EDGING,
HEDGE TRIMMING, MULCHING,
SODDING, GUTTER CLEANING

LAWN MOWING

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins   703-802-0483   free est.

email:jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!
web: lawnsandgutters.com

Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

3dr Generation Masonry Company
Family Owned & Operated Since the 1950s

MASONRY SPECIALIST, LLC
For All of Your Masonry Needs

Custom Design, Installation, Repairs & Restoration

Go to www.masonryspecialist.com for ideas, pictures & coupons!
All Work Guaranteed - Licensed & Fully Insured

Class A License #VA2705087240A

BRICK - FIELDSTONE
FLAGSTONE - CONCRETE

703-443-2308

EP Henry & Belgard Pavers
Patios, Walkways, Driveways, Retaining & Decorative Walls

MASONRY MASONRY

ALBA CONSTRUCTION INC.

703-204-0733

CONCRETE WORK
Licensed • Insured

Driveways • Patios • Exposed Aggregate
Sidewalks • Carports  • Pool Decks • Garages

Flagstone • Brick• Stonework

New Installations & Repairs
Stone - Flagstone - Brick - Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES!!
Lic. & Ins

potomac-masonry.com

Potomac Masonry
703-498-8526

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Charles Jenkins
TREE SERVICE

Mulching & Edging
10% off with Seniors w/ad

ALSO MULCH DELIVERY       Lic. & Ins! 
540-829-9917 or 540-422-9721

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

Spring General
Yard Cleanup, Tree 

& Trash Removal
  Cars Removed

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
     •Removal •Yard Clearing
          •Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

It might be my age (as in getting older), or it
might be the fact that I have cancer (you think?),
but my brain and the related physical and mental
tasks it coordinates are not exactly working at
peak efficiency. Don’t get me wrong, I’m not
exactly “Forrest, Forrest Gump,” but plans are
not easily made and when they are made, not so
easily or successfully carried out. Whether it’s a
drive to an unfamiliar destination, time spent
with semi-unsuspecting (about me) acquain-
tances, or overnighting away from home (and
out of my routine: alkaline water, pills, aspara-
gus, baking soda, apple cider vinegar, etc.) as a
few examples, what once seemed like ordinary
and manageable acts of everyday-type life now
present previously unfamiliar hurdles. Talk about
making something out of nothing. Everything is
something, even if it’s nothing. And that’s a
change – for the worse.

Unfortunately, knowing this – and accepting
it, hasn’t lessened the burden and inevitability of
living with it. I’m always relieved when whatever,
wherever, however, we (meaning me) finish what
we’re doing: get to where we’re going/solve the
problem we’re needing to solve/arrange the
schedule we’re attempting to arrange, and com-
plete our miscellaneous activities. I can then set-
tle back into what’s familiar and relatively
uncomplicated. If I’ve been there and am accus-
tomed to doing it, it gets done, without much
ado. However, if I haven’t been there – literally
and figuratively, getting there – and back,
becomes increasingly more difficult. I don’t nec-
essarily want to blame this behavior on my age
or my underlying problem (“NSCLC”), but at
least if I blame it on something that makes sense
– to me, I can live with the consequences of this
preferred inaction. And the more I understand
the reasons for certain “inaction,” the less stress
I’ll feel. And the less stress I feel, the better off I’ll
be; as a cancer patient, first, and as a reasonably
intelligent adult second (no comments from the
peanut gallery, please).

I guess what I’m trying to do is what Jerry,
Elaine, George and Kramer were competing to
do years ago on a particularly memorable “Sein-
feld” episode: master my own domain; trying to
control the uncontrollable. However, if any set of
circumstances is likely uncontrollable, it is the
physical, mental, emotional and spiritual effects
one experiences after receiving a terminal diag-
nosis. You’re either ready for its demands or
you’re not. It’s not like – at least for me, there
was really any preparation or expectation that
your life – as you knew it, was over. I suppose
there’s a handbook somewhere. (Maybe there’s
even some training or a class – Cancer 101, you
can attend.) And though I can certainly appreci-
ate the benefit and power of the written – and
read word, a terminal diagnosis with a “13-
month to two-year” prognosis requires – in my
opinion, a more personal touch, one with a one-
to-one/face-to-face-type connection. When the
diagnosis is stage IV-serious, it’s best to leave
nothing to chance and/or misinterpretation. As
much as you – as the patient/”diagnosee” think
you’re hearing and/or reading what’s being said
or handed to you concerning the facts of your
case, the shock of what you’re learning will not
only cloud your judgment, but rewire your brain,
emotionally speaking. It’s hardly another day at
the office. In fact, it’s like no other day you’ve
ever had at your office or any other office. The
assimilation – or rather the attempted assimila-
tion of your diagnosis, prognosis, treatment
options, schedule of diagnostic scans and doctor
appointments, best and worst case scenarios, will
forever change the way you process information
and plan your future.

What I’m finding out is, the longer I survive,
it’s the emotions I feel about having cancer more
than the facts of having cancer that are causing
me the most problems. One I can live with, the
other is living with me. And it’s not of my own
choosing, either.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

A Life Worth
Living, Still
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Director, Theresa D’Alessandro

SOTD is a non-profit tax exempt educational organization which does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, gender or national origin.

32 Years…serving Great Falls…
and the home of Great Falls Dance Theatre

For Tots: TWINKLETOES and PRE-BALLET...
For Children: BALLET…JAZZ…TAP…

For Youth-Teens: BALLET…POINTE…JAZZ…TAP…MODERN...

The School of Theatrical DanceThe School of Theatrical Dance

Congratulations to All Our Dancers on a Beautiful Performance!
Scenes from recital 2012, “Road Trip USA”

Congratulations to All Our Dancers on a Beautiful Performance!
Scenes from recital 2012, “Road Trip USA”

760A Walker Road, Great Falls, VA
(In the Village Center above the Old Brogue)

See our Web site: www.theatricaldance.com

Daytime Dance Classes Ongoing
 T/F) Int. Ballet/Jazz 10:30-12

W)Pointe and Variations 10:30-12
 $25/class or $100/5 classes

$120 Good for 10 classes (Additional classes that session, $12) Pay as you go - $15 per class.
Pilates resumes in September. For info, contact Leslie Anthony at leslie@traditionalpilates.com or 703-476-5930

For more information, please contact us at 703-759-5652 or e-mail: tdance.inc@verizon.net

It’s A Small World: Vivian Young, Ashley Gibb, Fiona Volanth,
Sara Spivy, Linda Beeler, Maeve Tuma

Las Vegas. Luck Be A Lady: Dylan Murphy, Page Tofil,
Allison Maebius, Rebecca Anger, Gabrielle White,Lauren Megrue

A stop along Rte.66: Ashley O’Banion, Florian Rouiller,
Charlotte Carbaugh, Sonia Tolozcko, Sophia Nickles, Ruth Wright

Frontier Town, Wyoming: Anna Volanth,Caroline Dunn,
Pamela Kanal, Brooke Combs, Joanna Lundquist, Rhiannon
Collins,Erica Steffy, Karsyn Lawler, Emma Volanth, Sydney Pham

Photography: Tuan Pham

NEW! Ballerina Party Package…Schedule Yours Today!

Daytime Fitness Classes Ongoing
M/W/F) Aerobics 9-10 • Th) Zumba 10:30-11:30

DANCE THROUGH THE SUMMER!
July 30-Aug. 3, M-F 10-1pm Summer Co. III (Ballet and Contemporary)•Tuition $350

Aug. 6-10, M-F 3-6pm Summer Company IV (Broadway)•Tuition $350
Aug. 13-17, M-F 5-8 pm Summer Company V (Pointe and Variations)•Tuition $350

Aug. 21,23 5-8pm  and 25 ,12-4pm Summer Co. VI
(Hip Hop and Jazz* NEW TIMES)•Tuition $270

(Please note that the registration form has the original dates/times for HipHop)
Ballerina Backstage Bootcamp! TBA

(Discounts offered for more than two workshops)

DANCE THROUGH THE SUMMER!

Prairie Roses: Anna Parks, Christa Medici, Julia Toloczko,
London Tuma, Rachel Adler, Kimberly Purdy, Evelyn Young

Maine Lobsters: Alex Krieger, Alyssa Medici, Christa Medici, Anna
Parks, London Tuma, Kimberly Purdy, Vivian Young, Evelyn Young

IF YOU ARE NOT YET REGISTERED, PLEASE CALL FOR UPDATES. DATES AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE


